Mimosa Hills Hole-by-Hole for the Joe Cheves Junior Invitational

(written for righthanders)

No. 1

Boys (415 yards, Par 4)

Girls (415 yards, Par 5)

Mimosa’s opening hole looks serene enough. It’s straight away with a fairly wide fairway. However, there are two fairway bunkers down the right side that need to be avoided at all cost. This first tee shot is not easy, especially with the first tee gallery breathing down your neck. A little draw (or hook) and you’re in deep bermuda rough with White Pine problems. A push or fade and you’ll be in one of the bunkers or looking for openings through the trees down the right side. The green slopes back to front and is slightly elevated. Shots landing in front of the green do not bounce up and on the green. They die at impact (that means you’ve been Donald Rossed). A large deep bunker left and a small bunker on the right front corner guard the green. A good opening hole that if played right shouldn’t cause too many problems. The JCJI girls play No. 1 as a short 415-yard par 5, making it a good hole to get out of the gate with a birdie, and possible eagle.

No. 2

Boys (326 yards, Par 4)

Girls (313 yards, Par 4)

This short par 4 rises steadily to one of the high points on the course. There is a lake in front of the teebox, but hopefully it doesn’t cause anyone concern. There are two fairway bunkers that do come into play off the tee box. One bunker is on the right side of the fairway approximately 200 yards out. The other bunker stretches across the fairway and it is 280 yards out. You may have to leave the driver in the bag and lay up in front of this bunker. (Or you may elect to try and drive the green. It’s been done.) The green side bunkers are right front corner, and a large curving bunker protects the front and left side of the green. If you are in this bunker, at its deepest point you are probably 8-10 feet below the green’s surface. A really, good little wedge hole that yields some birdies. From time to time the JCJI tournament committee elects to play this hole for the girls from the 220-yard marker (ladies tee), making it a drivable par 4 for some. It is not really a big risk/reward tee shot from this up tee for the girls, but it is fun.

No. 3 

Boys (510 yards, Par 5)

Girls (346 yards, Par 4)

For the boys this is the course’s longest par 5 at 510 yards. It is not a brute by any means. The drive is straight away to a wide tree-lined fairway. Hit it to the top of the hill, which isn’t a problem for most JCJI players, and you have a great view of the green. The green is guarded on the front left corner by a small pot bunker and on the right side by a long deep bunker. There is a fairway bunker approximately 20 yards from the green on the right side. Don’t get in this bunker. The green is one of the most contoured on the course, and yields one of the best pin placements in a back right nook. All things considered, and even though it is the longest, this is probably Mimosa’s easiest par 5. The girls play this hole as a short 346-yard par 4. 

No. 4 

Boys (408 yards, Par 4)

Girls (370 yards, Par 4)

This par 4 bends ever so slightly to the left, and rolls down the fairway towards a green with a false front. Unique about this hole is the back tee is just eight paces from the front door of the clubhouse. The hole definitely sets up well for someone who draws the ball. Aim at the lone Dogwood tree straightaway and draw the ball. The green is inviting with no bunker protection, but it’s the lake behind the green that catches flush shots and bad club selections. A pretty easy par 4.

No. 5 

Boys (375 yards, Par 4)

Girls (357 yards, Par 4)

This hole is not long, but it’s unique. It turns to the left, and like No. 4, it favors someone who draws the ball. The driver may not be in play on No. 5. A large oak tree sits at the turn of the dogleg, protecting the left side. Five unique raised pot bunkers run down the left side. They don’t usually come into play, but will occasionally, and they will cause you a big number. The elevated green is protected by deep bunkers, both left and right. A front right pin placement here, and it would be best to leave it short of the green and chip, it is that treacherous. The green slopes back to front. Play the hole from point A to point B and its not that difficult.

No. 6 

Boys (176 yards, Par 3)

Girls (155 yards, Par 3)

The raised green sits there inviting enough, but it is no easy par 3. There is an descending elevation change from the tee to the green, which needs to be accounted for in club selection. Deep bunkers you can see from the tee cause major problems. Go over the green and you’re attempting a difficult flop shot if your lie is good enough, or you’ll have to be creative with a shot into the bank, and hope you get a good hop. A very good Donald Ross par 3.

No. 7 

Boys (493 yards, Par 5)

Girls (436 yards, Par 5)

Although this par 5 is not long, it does cause some problems along the way. The boys tee shot is simple enough, but most players have the tendency to push the tee shot right on this hole. (Make sure you line up right, D. Ross liked to line tee boxes slightly off direction.) This hole gets interesting if you’re attempting to hit the green in two. The slick small green, which slopes gingerly left to right, sits oddly elevated, and you get all kinds of funny bounces. Everything feeds quickly to the right if you land short of the green. The green is very difficult to hit with woods and long irons. Two bunkers at the green catch their fair share. Avoid the bunker on the left, it is most difficult. If you play this hole as a three-shot hole it is much easier. 

No. 8 

Boys (469 yards, Par 4)

Girls (340 yards, Par 4)

This hole from the back tee is a monster par 4, stretching to almost 470 yards. Because it is straight away, it seems deceivingly easy. Well, it’s not. It’s arguably Mimosa’s toughest hole. There is a fairway bunker on the left side that comes into play. Approach shots usually do one of three things — die at impact just in front of the green, hit and roll off the back of the green, or come to rest in the left greenside bunker. The green slopes right to left and speed-wise it is one of the course’s toughest. The girls play this hole with a blind tee shot up and over the hill, and they too have the same troubles with the approach shot. Make a par here and celebrate.

No. 9 

Boys (190 yards, Par 3)

Girls (167 yards, Par 3)

Mr. Ross lines you up to the OB parking lot on this hole, so watch your alignment on this most difficult long par 3. The two-tiered, elevated green can yield some pretty difficult pin placements. A front or back pin placement could mean up to a two-shot club difference. Both bunkers, one on the left and one on the right side of the green catch a lot of balls. The fairways bunkers that stretch across the fairway about 30 yards in front of the green are for show only. A great hole for spectator viewing. Just another great Donald Ross par 3.

No. 10 

Boys (375 yards, Par 4)

Girls (331 yards, Par 4)

This short dogleg left par four demands accuracy off the tee. The only bunkers to contend with on this hole are two fairway bunkers that need to be avoided. Sometimes driver is not the proper play here. The approach shot is usually nothing more than a nine-iron, but at some points of the fairway it can be a blind shot to the green. You’ll need to know your yardage here. The green is elevated and anything short will not run up onto the green. An easy, very birdieable par 4.

No. 11 

Boys (390 yards, Par 4)

Girls (349 yards, Par 4)

Joe Cheves always called No. 11 his favorite hole at Mimosa Hills. This is a hole you have to navigate around fairway bunkers, overhanging trees and greenside bunkers. There is a premium on a good drive. You need to favor the left side of the fairway, but that’s not easy because you can’t see it. Driver may not be the play on this hole. Hit it too far down the right and you’ve got major tree problems. You can be in the fairway on the right side and have a tree dilemma getting to the green. Take out a hybrid or long iron and hit a draw and you’ve got a short approach to an odd-shaped green guarded by bunkers. Two fairway bunkers sit approximately 30 yards short of the green and they give high handicappers fits. From time to time, the Joe Cheves Junior tournament committee plays this hole as a drivable, big risk/reward par 4 (290 yards) for the boys, thus making those nasty fairway bunkers come into play.

No. 12 

Boys (490 yards, Par 5)

Girls (440 yards, Par 5)

This par 5 probably plays as a 4.5, but inevitably it produces some of the biggest numbers on the scorecard due to its tree-lined fairway and rolling terrain around the green. Standing on the tee you are hitting through a tight chute of trees down both sides of a narrow fairway that gets bigger as it goes. Then the hole takes a fairly abrupt right hand turn, over a deep valley, to a small green sitting up on a hill. Again, Ross’ greenside bunkers come into play on the right and left, and there is a leftside, fairway bunker about 20 yards short of the green (Stay out of this one). You need to play this hole several times to learn the bounces that you may get around the green. Everything feeds left. The view on your second shot, provided you hit it far enough to see the green, is a spectacular sighting of Table Rock mountain.

No. 13 

Boys (215 yards, Par 3)

Girls (182 yards, Par 3)

Call yourself lucky if you walk off No. 13 green with par. This long par 3 has a large green, but the bunker to the left, and especially the bunker on the right seem to catch a lot balls. Hit it too far left and you’re hacking out of high fescue. The green is elevated and shots that land short tend to stop on impact. The fairway bunker 20 yards in front of the green is for show only, one hopes. 

No. 14 

Boys (493 yards, Par 5)

Girls (425 yards, Par 5)

Mimosa’s last par 5, just like all the others, is really a par 4.5 with the distance Joe Cheves Junior players hit the ball. The drive is straightaway to a fairway that slopes right to left. A lot of players have a tendency to hit the drive down the middle or down the left side and that is a bad play on this hole. Hit the drive a little right and watch the ball come left off the hill. There are two deep fairway bunkers at about 240 yards out on the right and left. You can see the one on the right from the tee, but not the one of the left. These bunkers do seem to catch more than their share of wayward shots. There are also two fairway bunkers that stretch across the fairway, but normally these don’t cause good players problems. Then there are two more fairway bunkers, right and left, 10-20 yards short of the green. Now these do cause problems. Manuever the ball around and away from the fairway bunkers and two greenside bunkers and birdie is a good possibility. A good, reachable-in-two par 5 with dangers lurking. 

No. 15 

Boys (430 yards, Par 4)

Girls (362 yards, Par 4)

This hole demands precision with the driver. The hole leans left all the way. The drive needs to be placed just down the right rough line with a slight draw and it will feed back into the fairway. If you can hit a fade that’s the play. The two-tiered green is one of the largest on the course. There are two green side bunkers on the left that need to be avoided. Also avoid the two small pots bunkers that stand just off the right fairway about 30 yards in front of the green. Once you are on the green, you have an awesome mountain, clubhouse, and golf course view. Not an easy par 4, by any means.

No. 16 

Boys (403 yards, Par 4)

Girls (314 yards, Par 4)

With a new tee added during the 2004 renovation, it is now a blind tee shot from the back tee to the fairway. This tee shot favors someone who can fade the ball on demand. A slice and you’ll be woods bound. Hit the drive to far down the left side, or with a hook, and you’ll be playing the hole from the trees or No. 18 fairway. The concaved-shaped green is small, and is protected by two small bunkers on the left front corner. All in all, one of the easier holes on the course.

No. 17 

Boys (161 yards, Par 3)

Girls (130 yards, Par 3)

The smallest, hardest hole at Mimosa Hills. No. 17 routinely comes in as the most difficult hole at the Joe Cheves Junior. The reasons being, it has the smallest green on the course, it has deep bunkers in front and on both sides, and over the green there is a 20-foot drop to death. The volcano green, a Ross trademark, is intensely magnified at Mimosa’s #17. Just a great little “hard” hole.

No. 18 

Boys (436 yards, Par 4)

Girls (344 yards, Par 4)

Mimosa’s finishing hole is set up for drama. The dogleg right has a fairway bunker strategically placed about 275 yards on the outside corner of the leg. If you dodge the bunker and trees on the right and left and hit it in the fairway, you have a great view of the large green and the surrounding gallery. The green is not even 10 paces from the corner of the clubhouse, and there is close OB to the left and over. Three deep bunkers, two on the right and one on the left, guard the green on both sides. Whatever you do don’t hit it in the far right bunker at the green. This home hole is a gallery-watching delight.

